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The courtyard at the Friendship Adult Day
Care Center in Montecito is being fixed up

after being damaged by ash from the
Thomas Fire.
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Since its patio, courtyard, and
outdoor areas sustained ash damage
during the Thomas Fire in December,
the Friendship Adult Day Care Center
has been working on its Garden
Project, a spruce-up of the impacted
spaces.

Friendship Center advancement and
project manager Gabriella Forrester
said the finished project will provide
enrichment and enjoyment to the
dependent adults who visit the center
during the day to play games, eat
lunch and relax in solitude.

Ms. Forrester told the News-Press
that the center shut down during the Thomas Fire on Dec. 8 and
stayed closed through the Jan. 9 debris flow.

The center reopened Feb. 2, but debris needed to be cleared from the
center's patio and outdoor areas.

In addition to replacing chair cushions and refinishing tables and chairs
that suffered ash damage, the Garden Project will construct new
outdoor spaces for its visitors to converse with one another. The
conversational areas will be separated with raised succulent planters,
which will allow the guests to apply what they've learned in the
center's weekly gardening classes without needing to lean over.

Ms. Forrester said gardening is helpful and therapeutic to the center's
dementia-afflicted guests.

"Gardening is a sensory enrichment that is calming to folks with
dementia and is entertaining for them," she said.

The project will include improved sectional seating arrangements and
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added walkways that will allow the center's members to safely explore
the grounds without risk of falling over something.

"Our members are mobility limited and diagnosed with some sort of
dementia, so anything that is a fall hazard needs to be put out of the
way," she said.

The Friendship Center does not yet have an end date for the Garden
Project and has been raising funds since July 16, with a goal of
$40,000. Most of the money raised will go toward garden repairs and
new furniture for both its Montecito and Goleta locations.

Ms. Forrester said she hopes the completed project will not only help
the center's guests enjoy the remainder of their waning years, but feel
appreciated as well.

"This is some of the last outside time our members will have. We want
them to feel valued and to enjoy their lives," she said.
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