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County of Santa Barbara 
Montecito Planning Commission 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Program 2.8: Transitional and Supportive Housing 

Wednesday, April 12, 2017 

County Planning Commission Hearing Room 
123 E. Anapamu St. 1st Floor 

Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
Hearing begins at 9:00 A.M. 

On April 12, 2017, the Montecito Planning Commission will conduct a public hearing to 
consider making recommendations to the Board of Supervisors regarding adoption of 
ordinance amendments to implement Program 2.8 of the 2015-2023 Housing Element 
Update. Program 2.8 directs the County to amend its zoning ordinances to be consistent 
with state law regarding the permitting of transitional and supportive housing. Accordingly, 
the proposed ordinance amendments will add definitions of transitional and supportive 
housing and allow transitional and supportive housing as residential uses, subject only to 
those permits and regulations that apply to other dwellings of the same type in the same 
zone. Adoption of the proposed ordinance amendments will require the following: 

An ordinance (Case No. 17ORD-00000-00001) amending Division 35.2, Montecito Zones 
and Allowable Land Uses, Division 35.4, Montecito Standards for Specific Land Uses, and 
Division 35.10, Glossary, of Section 35-2, the Montecito Land Use and Development Code 
(MLUDC), of Chapter 35, Zoning, of the Santa Barbara County Code.  

An ordinance (Case No. 17ORD-00000-00003) amending Division 2, Definitions, Division 
4, Zoning Districts, and Division 7, General Regulations, of Article II, the Coastal Zoning 
Ordinance (CZO), of Chapter 35, Zoning, of the Santa Barbara County Code. 

A determination that the project is exempt from the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 
15061(b)(3). 

The staff report and other project materials, including the proposed ordinance amendments, 
will be available one week prior to the public hearing at the Planning and Development 
Department located at 123 East Anapamu Street, Santa Barbara and online at the following 
website:  

http://sbcountyplanning.org/boards/pc/mpc.cfm 

The Montecito Planning Commission hearing begins at 9:00 a.m. The order of items listed 
on the agenda is subject to change by the Montecito Planning Commission. Anyone 
interested in this matter is invited to appear and speak in support of or in opposition to the 
project.  Written comments are also welcome. All letters should be addressed to the 
Montecito Planning Commission, 123 East Anapamu Street, Santa Barbara, CA, 93101. 
Letters, with nine copies, and computer materials, e.g. PowerPoint presentations, should be 
filed with the secretary of the Montecito Planning Commission no later than 12:00 P.M. on 
the Friday before the Montecito Planning Commission hearing. You may also submit 
comment letters electronically to the Planning Commission Recording Secretary at 
dvillalo@co.santa-barbara.ca.us. The decision to accept late materials will be at the 
discretion of the Montecito Planning Commission. 

For additional information, please visit the project website: 

http://longrange.sbcountyplanning.org/programs/housing_program_2dot8/index.php 

or contact Jessica Steele, Planner: 

Email: jsteele@countyofsb.org | Tel: 805-884-8082 

Attendance and participation by the public is invited and encouraged. In compliance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this 
meeting, please contact the Hearing Support Staff (805) 568-2000. Notification at least 
48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the Hearing Support Staff to make reasonable 
arrangements. 

If you challenge the project in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you 
or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written 
correspondence to the Planning Commission prior to the public hearing. 
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When asked to share 
something about her time in 
the military, Ms. Anfuso said, 
“I always did the best I could 
wherever I was and I did what 
they asked me to do. In the 
service, you never say, ‘I can’t do 
that.’ ”

As she walks around the room 
cheerfully asking questions of 
each participant, “exercising 
their memories,” Ms. Metcalf-
Roth skillfully, and with 
compassion and sensitivity to 
hard issues, gives the veterans 
a place to discuss with others 
who’ve been through the same 
thing. They can share their 
stories, listen to those who’ve 
had the same experiences. 
There are adjustments in 
lifestyle that often occur when 
returning from combat, and so 
they have that in common, too.

“These people are really 
brave,” she added. “We have a 
sharpshooter in the group and 
a guy from the Enola Gay who 
talks about being in the plane.”

Hal Gold, 96, is the group’s 
newest member. A debonair 
gentleman with silver hair and 
a mustache, Mr. Gold’s war-
time experience was in the 
Army Air Forces, the military 
aviation service during and 
immediately after WWII and 
the predecessor to the United 
States Air Force. After a short 
exchange, Ms. Metcalf-Roth 
saluted and thanked him for his 
service, as she did each time 
after concluding a conversation 
with a participant.

Though the subject matter 
can be serious, the discussion 
is punctuated with light jokes, 
as Ms. Metcalf-Roth leads the 
group through the hour-long 
get-together.

Eugene Manriquez, 85 and 
a veteran of the Army, relayed 
that he had “parachuted into 
Korea,” adding that, “In the 
Army, you always have someone 
telling you what to do. It’s like 
being married.”

Douglas Tufnell, 89, an 
Englishman from Stoke-on-
Trent who’d been in the Royal 
Air Force and was stationed in 
Egypt, described how, “We’d see 
all the boats from the different 
countries sailing down the Suez 
Canal to get to the Red Sea. The 
cleanest boats were Norwegian.”

Sometimes, as a member is 
telling a story, there are memory 
lapses and when this happens, 
Ms. Metcalf-Roth fills in, so the 

tale can continue. For some of 
the veterans, there are parts 
of their military-time histories 
that are, on the other hand, 
permanently etched in stone 
and easily retrievable. For 
instance, Allan Head, 86, an 
Army veteran in a gray pullover 
and matching slacks, shared 
that he still knows his Army 
identification number, which he 
recited.

Mr. Head continued speaking, 
explaining that “though the 
Korean War was happening 
during the time I enlisted, 
luckily I was sent to Germany. 
I was assigned to personnel. I 
didn’t know a darn thing about 
personnel. I ended up being 
editor in chief of the Basic 
Mission, an Army newspaper. 
I never went to Korea, thank 
God.”

“I like this idea of having a 
veterans group,” he added. “I 
feel like we’re kind of like a little 
band of brothers here. Except 
for Bernice.”

The group is open to all ages 
and welcomes new members, 
Ms. Metcalf-Roth made clear 
at the end of the session. “It’s 
for any veteran that wants to be 
part of it!”

email: life@newspress.com

Jackson Gillies is a local high school 
student, a talented actor, a fine guitar 
player, a great singer ... and a lifelong 
diabetic. Diagnosed with Type 1 
diabetes at age 3, Jackson was already 

wearing an insulin pump by the time he was 4.
But instead of singing the blues about his 

health challenges, Jackson came out for the 
William Sansum Diabetes Center to prove 
that a diabetes diagnosis does not keep teens 
from their dreams (he won last year’s Teen 
Star vocal competition!). And to that 
point, he opened for the legendary 
Jim “Jimmy” Messina, in concert at 
the Lobero Theatre as a benefit for the 
William Sansum Diabetes Center.

Sansum has been a leader in 
diabetes care for nearly a century, 
when Dr. William David Sansum came 
to town to research, study and treat 
diabetes. It is difficult today to realize 
that a hundred years ago, diabetes was 
essentially a death sentence. Through 
Sansum’s work, Santa Barbara became 
the first place in the United States where 
insulin was manufactured and administered, 
and it became a medical haven for a flood of 
diabetic patients in the 1920s.

Executive Director Ellen Goodstein literally 
took center stage to offer the audience some 
interesting information about diabetes and 
Sansum. “The third leading cause of death in 
the country is diabetes, affecting 30 million 
people,” she began. “Sansum is among the 
nation’s leading institutions dedicated to 

diabetic research, education and care.”
Ms. Goodstein revealed that the Sansum 

Diabetes Center has been at the forefront 
of the development of artificial pancreas 
technology. She also related that the Sansum 
Diabetes Center is one of 10 sites in the 
country working on the issue of diabetes in 
pregnancy, with funding from the National 
Institutes of Health, and that the Sansum 
Diabetes Center will also be working on a 10-
year study of diabetes in Hispanics.

With his down-to-earth demeanor, 
it’s easy to forget that Jim Messina 
was part of the three most iconic 
American folk rock bands: Buffalo 
Springfield, Poco, and Loggins 
and Messina. A songwriter (“Your 
Mama Don’t Dance,”) and producer, 
Mr. Messina is musical craftsman, 
and one has the sense that while 
much is improvisational, every note, 
instrument and musical nuance 
has been carefully selected and 
wonderfully orchestrated.

Mr. Messina played highlights from his 50-
year career to the great delight of the full 
house, which included Catherine Remak, 
Father Larry Gosselin, James O’Neill and 
Karyl Lynn Burns, Stephen Cloud, Joe 
Lambert, Barney and Nancy Melekian, James 
Garcia, Gary Conlin, Anne and Michael 
Towbes, Hana Loggins, Neal Graffy and 
Connie Gillies. I also noted directors from the 
Sansum Diabetes Center board — from past 
board member George Burtness to newest 

board member Joan Arnold of the Mosher 
Foundation.

To bring it all full circle, Mr. Messina sang 
one of Poco’s hits that summed up what 
Sansum Diabetes Center can offer diabetics 
like young Jackson Gillies:

“Give it your best, and remember that life is 
what you choose.

“Follow your dreams, and do what you love 
to do.”

Erin Graffy

ted rubin

Santa Barbara resident Ted Rubin is a nature photographer. His 
feature appears Sundays. Email him at 2terse@gmail.com.

ERIN GRAFFY / NEWS-PRESS

Jackson Gillies, San Marcos High School 
student and 2016 Teen Star vocalist who 
opened the show at the Lobero Theatre; 
superstar Jim Messina, the featured 
performer at the benefit concert for the 
William Sansum Diabetes Center; and Ada 
Conner, director of development for the 
center.

‘These people are really brave’

Jim Messina performs for Sansum Diabetes Center

The Hay Fever King

• VETERANS
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see one.”
Larry Squyres, the dump truck 

driver, put it this way: “It’s like the 
ultimate Easter egg hunt.”

In general, Southern California’s 
warm, dry climate does not make 
for ideal mushroom territory. But 
every once in a while, we get lucky.

Last spring was an amazing 
year for morels, despite the 
disappointing El Nino, mushroom 
experts say. No one is quite sure 
why.

And after the rains in early 2017, 
a colorful menagerie of fungus 
emerged even in highly trafficked 
areas like Griffith Park and 
Topanga State Park. (Mushroom 
foraging is not allowed in either 
place — photos only!)

In Lake Elsinore, members of 
the mycology group fanned out 
across a shady campground. Their 
eyes were glued to the ground as 
they prodded the leaf litter with 
sticks.

Mushrooms are inherently 
mysterious. They are the visible 

part of a large underground fungal 
network that is hard at work 
beneath our feet.

This hidden part of the fungus is 
called the mycelium, and it consists 
of what looks like a root system 
made of thin wispy hairs.

Mycelia produce mushrooms 
only when they can spare the 
energy and when there is enough 
water to ensure the spore-
producing “fruits” won’t dry up 
immediately.

It turns out there are many 
reasons to love fungi, and fungus 
lovers will be happy to explain 
them to you.

“There’s an otherworldliness 
to them,” said David Bermudes, 
a microbiologist at Cal State 
Northridge who leads a monthly 
mushroom class for mycological 
society members at the Natural 
History Museum of Los Angeles 
County. “Plants and animals seem 
so familiar — we see them all the 
time. But we don’t spend 365 days 
a year with mushrooms. There’s 
an unfamiliarity there that’s 
intriguing.”

Florence Nishida, a mycologist 
at the museum who co-teaches the 

class, said mushrooms are also 
unpredictable, which adds to their 
mystique.

“They have this mysterious 
quality of just popping up,” she 
said. “The mushroom is ephemeral 
— you happen to be there when it 
comes up out of the ground or you 
don’t.”

And then there’s their 
inherent inscrutability. Some are 
considered delicacies while others 
are poisonous. Some change color 
when you touch them or send out 
their spores in what looks like a 
puff of smoke. Still others glow in 
the dark or make you hallucinate.

And yet they often go unnoticed.
“You really only find them 

when you pause — otherwise you 
would just pass them right by,” Mr. 
Bermudes said. “It’s the people 
who learn to pause that become 
intrigued by fungi.”

After about 90 minutes of 
mushroom hunting, Mr. Pencall 
blew a whistle to alert the 
group it was time for lunch. 
Over sandwiches and a few 
freshly picked wild-green 
salads, the group identified the 
mushrooms they’d found — amber 

phosphorescent jack-o-lanterns 
the size of a fist, clumps of lumpy 
black elfin saddles that almost look 
as if they are melting, and light 
brown candy caps that smell like 
caramel if you lean in close.

There were a few cup fungi, 
which are not proper mushrooms, 
and bright orange witches’ butter, 
a jelly fungus that grows on trees. 
Some members had gathered a 
handful of small specimens that 
the group dismissively referred to 
as LBMs (little brown mushrooms).

At a second location just a few 
minutes away, the group found 
dozens more black elfin saddles in 
a parking area. With mushrooms, 
you never know what you will find 
and where, so it’s always worth 
looking.

Mr. Pencall recalled magical 
times when he’s walked through 
a forest and seen hundreds or 
maybe thousands of “mushrumps” 
— mounds concealing a growing 
mushroom.

“The sudden appearance of so 
many mushrooms is a reminder 
that some things cannot be 
explained,” he said. “Nor, perhaps, 
should they be.”

• MUSHROOMS
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‘There’s an otherworldliness to them’

YOU SHOULD KNOW
Carol Metcalf-Roth leads a 

veterans support group the 
third Monday of the month at 
Friendship Center, 89 Eucalyptus 
Lane in Montecito. For more 
information, call 969-0859.

CARMEN SMYTH / NEWS-PRESS

Carol Metcalf-Roth is a marriage and family therapist, adjunct 
professor at Antioch University and stand-up comedian.


